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THE BEGINNING 

Dr. Roberta Jones was working the Midnight at a New York 

Investment Banking Firm, when her Supervisor, who just happened 

to be a Pastor’s wife came up to her desk and said, “you look like you 

are saved?”  Roberta responded by saying, how much?  Well, the 

Supervisor was selling tickets to a faith-based workshop that was 

held on March 9, 1996, called, “The Funding Connection.  The 

presenter was teaching pastors in the community on how to write 

for grants to fund their outreach programs for the kids in their 

communities.  At the same time, Dr. Jones mother who resided in 

Cleveland, Ohio was telling her about their churches up and coming 

summer food program in which they were trying to get a grant for a 

church van.  Dr. Jones learned how to write this simple grant in her 

workshop session and on April 1, 1996 Dr. Jones submitted it to a 

HUD representative in Cleveland OH.  To her shock, Dr. Jones was 

turned down simply because she did not have a 501c3 Tax Exempt 

Determination Letter from the IRS.  It became Dr. Jones mission to 

be able to prepare the 1023 Application for Exemption so that no 

other church in America would be turned away from the monies 

needed for their community projects. 
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In 1997, Dr. Jones 

founded Life 

Alternative Inc. an 

Educational Group a 

501c3 nonprofit 

organization that 

provided technical 

assistance in obtaining 

the IRS 501c3 in 5 to 30 

days to over 15,000 churches.  Dr. Jones is simply called “the Queen 

of 501c3s”. 

THE WHITEHOUSE FAITH-BASED INITIATIVE 

On January 30, 2001, President George W. Bush signed Executive 
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Order 13199 creating the White House Office of Faith-Based & 

Community Initiatives and Executive Order 13198 creating five 

Centers for Faith-based & Community Initiatives.  It was on April 25, 

2001, that Dr. Roberta Jones was nominated by Congressman J.C. 

Watts of Oklahoma to become a Religious Community Liaison for the 

first-ever Congressional Whitehouse Faith-based and Community 

Initiative.   

SMLL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 8(a) 

It was while working with Congressman J.C. Watts in Washington, 

D.C. that she read an email that established a Faith-based Office at 

the Small Business Administration.  Its mandate was to partner with 

faith-based leaders to identify, train and fund aspiring entrepreneurs 

and small business owners to seek out the opportunities to be 
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certified as a minority disadvantage business to participate in the 

minority set-aside programs that today is worth $230 billion.  

On January 10, 2006 Dr. Roberta Jones Inc became certified in the 

SBA 8a Disadvantaged Business Development Program.  During her 

9-year tenure she developed the “Entrepreneurs Logic Model (ELM)” 

as an electronic tool to assist aspiring individuals in developing their 

product idea through the Logic of Creativity and the Model of a 

Business Plan.  As the Entrepreneur builds their own Logic Model, 

they are in fact transitioning from the creative idea to a practical 

product. 
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DOT GOVERNMENT CONTRACTOR) 

On June 9, 2017 Dr. Jones was 

certified as a Disadvantaged Business 

Enterprise (DBE).  This certification 

allows her firm to participate in 

federally assisted contracts 

throughout the world. 

 

THE ENTREPRENEURS NETWORK 

 

In 2021, Dr. Jones launched “The Entrepreneurs Network (TEN)” a 

virtual training center platform where aspiring entrepreneurs can 

access the resources and obtain the skills needed for their new 

business startup initiative within a faith-based community.  


